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  . They’ve made big strides as a team since the beginning of the year. They went 2-2 against Top 10 teams in the American Athletic Conference so far this season. Last year, they finished with a record of 8-22 and dropped out of the Top 25. . . . They’ve been around, but never were very good. There were a lot of names to remember, so they’re working on that. They’re a young group of players, and
they’re learning how to get better as a team.” The Cougars will get a look at some new faces on Friday when they take on South Florida in a 3 p.m. match in the Thompson-Boling Arena. It’s the first of four home games for BYU this season. BYU is 8-2 all-time against the Bulls. South Florida’s also 8-2 all-time against the Cougars. “They’re always a difficult match up for us,” said BYU coach Heather

Olmstead. “They’re a very good team and have a lot of depth. They’re up there in the top tier with us. They have a lot of really good girls.” BYU will receive six players back from the team that finished 10-20 last season. “A lot of our players came back from last year and they’re working really hard to improve,” Olmstead said. “They’re gaining experience, learning new things and working hard.”
Olmstead said her young team can benefit from some of the new players on the team this season. “We’ve added some great players to our team this year,” she said. “We’ve added some freshmen who are starting to contribute and start learning the game. It’s a great time for them to contribute and learn.” BYU has been working on finishing kills and serving. “I think the biggest thing that we’ve been

working on is finishing the kills,” she said. “We always talk about finishing the kill. We can put the ball in the corner and finish the kill.” BYU has a different look this season. “We’ve taken some new faces and put them in different roles,” she said. “We’re looking for different looks 82157476af
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